EQUAL 


“MEN AND WOMEN SHALL HAVE BQUAL RIGHTS THROUGHOUT * 
UNITED STATES AND EVERY PLACE SUBJECT TO ITS JURISDI 
Amendment to the United States Constitution now before Congress 


RIGHTS 


FEBRUARY, 1940 


Representative Norton For-Amendment Resolution 


Member Of C ongress, Chairman Of House Labor C ommittee, 
Says Time Has Come Jo Submit Matter To States 


1 F AND WHEN the proposed Equal Rights Amend- 
ment to the Federal Constitution comes before the 
House of Representatives, Representative 
Norton, New Jersey member of Congress and Chair- 
man of the important Labor Committee of the House, 
will vote for its submission to the States. 


This information, contained in a statement from 
Mrs. Norton, was presented to the Congressional Gom- 
mittee of the National Woman’s Party by its chair- 
man, Miss Mary Philbrook, of New Jersey, to whom 
it was addressed. The occasion was a special 
of the committee Wednesday afternoon at Nati 
Headquarters for the purpose of checking gains in the 
Amendment campaign and mapping a future course 
of action. 

J feel that the time has come,” says Mrs. Norton’s 
statement, “when the proposed Amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States granting men and 
women equal legal rights, should be submitted to the 
States for adoption. This seems to me entirely fair 
procedure in view of the great difference of opinion 
regarding the Amendment. The wishes of the majority 
should prevail. 

“Women throughout the nation,” continues the state- 
ment, “are demanding that restrictions and discrimi- 
nations against them be removed and that they be 
safeguarded against further invasion of their rights. 

“A ‘respect to the opinions’ of such a large propor- 
tion of our people is in accordance with the democratic 
principles on which this government is founded. 

“Therefore, as a member of Congress, I shall vote 
to submit the Equal Rights Amendment to the States 
if and when the measure comes before the House of 
Representatives.” 


Mrs. Norton’s communication was in the form of 
a letter to Miss Philbrook, replying to an inquiry as 
to her position on the proposed Amendment to the 
i a granting men and women equal legal 


According to Miss Philbrook, who in addition to 
being Woman’s Party Congressional Chairman, is also 
Chairman of the New Je Committee to Eliminate 
Discriminations Against Women, Mrs. Norton in 
1938, as acting chairman of the New Jersey Demo- 
cratic State Committee, sponsored a plank in the State 
Democratic Platform opposing discriminations 

on sex and guaranteeing absolute parity and 
equal opportunity to all. 

“Women of New Jersey,” says Miss Philbrook, “are 
proud of the part Mrs. Norton took in removing from 


the Fair Labor Standards Act, when that draft pro- 
posal was before the House Labor Committee, a dis- 
criminatory provision . night work for 
women. As a result,“ she says, Act now applies 
equally to all workers and contains no discrimination 
based on sex.” . 

Emma Guffey Miller, a member of the Woman’s 
Party Congressional Committee, Democratic National 
Committeewoman for Pennsylvania and a sister of 
Senator Joseph F. Guffey of that state, 
the position taken by Mrs. Norton. “How can Con- 

consistently refuse to submit to the states this 
rtant question involving extending to women citi- 
zens a full share in democracy?” says Mrs. Miller, who 
declared, “Certainly no Democrat can find grounds 
to vote against this Amendment which is in line with 
the Democratic Party ideals of ‘equal opportunity to 
all and special privilege to none.’ I believe Co 
will vote to submit the Amendment to the people in 
view of the widespread demand for this measure as 
evidenced by the fact that seventeen national and sev- 
eral hundred state and local organizations of women 
are among those campaigning for it.” 

Mrs. Harvey W. Wiley, national chairman, predicted 
submission o * by. in ae 
present session, ing her prediction on the rapi 
in ing sentiment for the pro ] 8 the 
nation, which, says Mrs. Wiley, is naturally reflected 
in Congress.“ 


New Chairmen 


Announcement is made of the appointment of Mary 
Philbrook, of East Orange, N. J., as Chairman of the 
Woman's Party Congressional Committee and Grace 
Berger, of Baltimore, Md., to the Chairmanship of the 
Membership Committee. 


Miss Philbrook, who has a splendid record of achieve- 
ment in the cause of women, has long been a member 
of the Party. She is President of the New Jersey 
Committee to Remove Discriminations Against Women. 
She is spending some time in Washington at National 
Headquarters directing the Congressional Campaign. 
Miss Philbrook succeeds Helen Robbins Bittermann, 
of Columbus, Ohio, resigned, but who remains a mem- 
ber of the Committee. 


Miss Berger, also a member of the Party for a num- 
ber of years, is President of the Florence Nightingale 


Club, a group of Maryland Registered Nurses. 
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Honoring Susan B. Anthony 


Throughout the nation on February 15 men and 
women will pause to do honor to Susan B. Anthony 
equal rights pioneer, who gave a lifetime of devoted 
service to the cause of her sex. 


Governors of nearly all the states of the Union have 
designated February 15, Susan B. Anthony Day, and 
newspapers and radios will sing the praises of the 
woman, who year after year trudged up the steps of 
the United States Capitol demanding the vote for 
women. 


Under the auspices of the Susan B. Anthony Com- 
mittee, of the National Woman’s Party, of which Mrs. 
Robert Adamson is Chairman, there will be held in the 
nation’s Capitol, before the Adelaide Johnson statue 
of the equal rights pioneers, Susan B. Anthony, Lu- 
cretia and Elizabeth Cady Stanton, a commemorative 
ceremony in which thirty or more women’s organiza- 
tions will participate. 

Members of Congress, including Senator Lodge, of 
Massachusetts; Senator Guy Mark Gillette, of Iowa; 
Representative Mary T. Norton, of New Jersey; Rep- 
resentative Jessie Sumner, of Illinois, and Representa- 
tive George H. Bender, of Ohio, will be among those 
eulogizing the distinguished American, who played 
such an important part in bringing to women of her 
country political freedom. | 


The United States Marine Band will play and at the 


close of the ceremony each organization represented 

will lay before the statue a wreath. | 
On January 8 before the same statue was observed 

the birthday anniversary of Lucretia Mott, whose 

name the Equal Rights Amendment, now before Con- 

8 and on November 12 last, also in the 
pito 


ton. “The inseparable three,” as the equal rights pi- 
oneers are called, live on in the hearts of women of 
America, for whom they opened the doors fast closed to 
them by prejudice, tradition and law. 


* 


, a tribute was paid Elizabeth Cady Stan- 


Why Wait A Hundred Years? 


CALL to leaders of American women to meet in 

New York next fall for a Woman’s Centennial 
Congress to “make plans for a campaign to extend 
feminine rights during the next century” was issued 
through the press January 22. 


Mrs. Carrie Chapman Catt, calling the Congress for 
November 25, stated that while the Congress is also 
intended to commemorate “the almost unbelievable 

that have taken’ place in the status of women 
in the last 100 years, the most important object would 
be to fix definite aims for the next one hundred years.” 


“If a four or a ten-year plan inspires unity and 
loyal activity to achieve a goal, as is claimed,” said 
Mrs. Catt, “a hundred year plan should lead to truly 
important historical results. We, the women of today, 
should be able and willing to do for the women of 
tomorrow what the women of yesterday did for us, 
that is—set the goal and point the way.” 


“Why a 100-year plan?” said Mrs. Harvey W. Wiley, 
Chairman of the National Woman’s Party. “I am in 
favor of putting forth every effort to reach immedi- 
ately the goal set in 1848 by Elizabeth Cady Stanton, 
Lucretia Mott and the other equal rights pioneers, 
whose all inclusive program demands equal rights for 


women in all fields. What better goal can we achieve?“ 


“Women of the present generation,” said Mrs. Wiley, 
“have no time to lose. The goal is actually in sight 
for women in this country and I see no reason why 
we today should not enjoy complete equality. Cer- 
tainly I am for any plan to further the progress 
women at any time, but we have a plan and a goal 
fixed by the pioneer women. Let's reach it.“ 


Referring to the World Woman’s Party, dedicated 
to the belief that men and women equally are entitled 
to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness in their 
own way under conditions hampering neither to the 
advantage of the other, Mrs. Wiley spoke of the out- 
standing work of Alice Paul, our founder and leader, 
who even now, in the midst of war-torn Europe, is 
maintaining for the World Woman’s Party in Geneva, 
Switz , a World Center, where already women 
of more than thirty nations have gathered to their 
ideas and effort to bring about.a better status for 
women of all nations. A recent message from Miss 
Paul said, “The greatest contribution American women 
can make to the * of women of the world is 
to pass the Equal ights Amendment now. Women of 
the world are looking to America to point the way.” 


The National Woman’s Party commends move- 
ment to commemorate the work of the equal rights 
pioneers and the resulting gains for women. As to a 
“100-Year Plan for extension of feminine rights,” the 
Party is much too optimistic to envision so long a 
postponement of success. “Why postpone the good 
things for women another hundred years? said Mary 
Philbrook, the Party’s Congressional Chairman. 

The Equal Rights Amendment would guarantee to 
women an equal legal status. Law touches every 
phase of human life and endeavor, therefore the exten- 
sion to women of equal legal rights would by one Con- 
stitutional Amendment “extend feminine rights” to 
the ultimate now instead of spreading the effort toward 
this goal over a period of 100 years. Women of other 
countries would likewise benefit, for, the United States 
in any association with other nations and in any inter- 
national deliberative bodies of which it may be a mem- 
ber, would naturally be a powerful influence in behalf 
of its own standard for women. Progress in the next 
100 years would be an assured fact. 
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The World Woman's Party’s Will You? = 2 

‘i Another “first” of interest to of al Rights 

War- Time Preparedness Seals is the seal or stamp used 


By MAXIMILIAN KESSLER 


In contrast to a number of international organiza- 
tions which, since the outbreak of hostilities, have 
found themselves obliged to restrict or even to halt 
their activities, the World Center for the woman’s 
movement, created this summer at Geneva by the 
World Woman’s Party, on American initiative and 
with effective American participation, is not only con- 
tinuing but is amplifying its work in many respects. 
Alice Paul is personally directing the work at Geneva. 

The World Woman’ s Party has received the support 
of important woman's organizations which are eager 
to take part in a more intensive campaign for the 
improvement of woman’s status, looking toward the 
establishment of equal rights for men and worsen u. 
all fields. The Equal Rights International, a powerful 
feminist group, decided at a recent meeting to amal- 
gamate with the World Woman’s Party, and as soon 
as circumstances a of the officers of 


„ amalgamation will become a 


ity 

Other organizations which have recently enrolled 
with the World Woman's Party and have authorized 
it to represent them and act on their behalf in the 
international field, are the Women Teachers’ Associa- 
tions of California, the Women Physicians’ Association 
of New York City, the School Women’s Council of 
California, the Women’s Economic Club of Cuba, the 
Business and Professional Women’s Organization of 
Hungary, the Women Lawyers’.Association of ees 
the National Feminist Organization of Hungary 
the Six Point Group of Great Britain, an influential 
organization of En women. 

Apart from the adherence of organizations and 
societies “in corpore,” women of various nations, dis- 
tinguished in the Feminist movements of their respec- 
tive countries, — been individually received as mem- 
bers of the Council” of the World 
Woman’s Party. significance and importance of 
these individual adherences lies in the fact that these 
women, with their great rep utations, are desirous of 
increasing the authority of the new World Center at 
Geneva. Although prevented at present by the inter- 
national situation from taking part in the 
work of the organization at Geneva, they want to con- 
tribute towards keeping alive the equality ideal and the 
World Center itself. 

The World Woman’s Party hopes to speak in the 
name of so — * women that its voice must be heeded. 
It is presenti equality demand at all international 
discussions. L it sent a representative to 
Havana, where an Inter-American Conference, 
sponsored by the International Labor Organization, 
Was held. It watches closely all activities and develop- 
ments of the International r Organization and the 
League of Nations, so that wherever and whenever the 
oppo nny bey tars. the World Woman’s Party point of 
view may 

When the war is over and the peace-makers gather, 
the World Woman's Party will —— that the prin- 
ciple of equality be incorporated in any new constitu- 
tions and charters that may be formed in interna- 
tional conferences. It is building during these war 
years a firm foundation for the future. 


A First 


Dr. Elisabeth Schwarzhoupt has been named a 55 
stitorial Councillor of the German Evangelical Church. 
For the first time, this honor has been accorded a 
woman. 


Appeal to Women 


By ALMA LUTZ 


| Large Quantities at Reduced Rates | 


It read “Taxation without representation is tyranny” 
and got her in trouble in Germany in 1883 where her 
mail was returned with the warning that “Such senti- 
ments cannot pass through the Post Office.“ Who better 
than Susan B. Anthony knew that every letter she 
wrote might carry ON THE OUTSIDE a seed to be 
planted in public thought. 

Into Alva Belmont House, in Washington, came a 
quiet little woman. She was not old enough to have 
worked with the great pioneers. She laid down a dollar 
bill and asked for a hundred Equal Rights Seals. “I 


expect to use one on every letter I write for the rest 


of my life,” was her simple announcement. 28 
soul of Susan B. Anthony goes marching on. 
member of the National Woman's Party can do as 
much. Will you? ~ 


Subscribe Now! 


throughout the land as long as you support it! Do Do 


not take it for granted that the magazine, co 

ing for a full share in democracy for women, con- 

tinue to appear regardless of a depleted treasury. 
The cost of production must be assured, if we are 

to go forward with our work of edu the public 

on the necessity of guaranteeing to American women 

equal rights under law and in the economic field. 


Subscribe now and secure subscriptions from your 


friends. The cause of women is at stake. 
Send your check for $1.00, made Ss 
Rights, to 144 B Street, N. E., Washington, D. C. 


American Christmas Party 
An American Christmas party was held at the 


World Woman’s Party headquarters in Geneva, the 
new World Center for the Woman’s Movement. Women 


~ from fourteen ee were present. Among them 


were refugees, temporarily at Geneva, who for the 
first time in their lives, were celebrating Christmas 
far from their families and their countries. 
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A Feminist Thinks It Over 


By ALMA LUTZ 


WOMEN WORKERS 
ABECENT publication of the Women’s Bureau, 
“The Women Wage Earner, Her Situation Today,” 
contains interesting information regarding the wide 
field of women’s employment. Based of 2 
mainly on the 1930 Census, or the Census of Man 
factures for 1929, it does not give an up- to- the- minut 
picture, nor show the decrease in the employment 
women because of the depression nor the shift from 
the employment of women to men in certain industries. 


That there has been a decided shift, we all’ know. 


Many married women have been missed, and often 
replaced with men. Many companies have dismissed 
women and hired men, believing men were more in 
need of jobs, and many women have been dismiss 
because new wage and hour regulations have aff 
them and made them less desirable employees. 


“The Woman Wage Earner,” lists 1,860,000 women 
employed in manufacturing; 6,000,000 in non-manu- 
facturing pursuits, including service and sales occupa- 
tions, and 3,000,000 in business for themselves, in the 
professions, or N r in schools. Only two out of 
every ten work in a factory. These figures include 
women under 21 years. 5 


The November, 1937, Unemployment Census showed 
“1,606,850 women workers separated from their reg- 
ular jobs and 1,329,000 wholly out of work.” One third 


of these were semi-skilled and had worked in factories, » 


laundries, dry-cleaning establishments, and beauty 
parlors. 


Commenting on this, The Woman Wage Earner“ 
says, It seems at first somewhat surprising to find 
large numbers of women reporting themselves unem- 
ployed in certain lines of manufacture, while the 
trend in employment in these industries has been 
upward since 1929.” ; 


This does not seem at all strange to me, since I 
know that factories, laundries, dry-cleaning establish- 
ments and beauty parlors were the first to be affected 
by minimum-wage and hour regulations for women 
workers, and even though enforcement of these regu- 
lations has not been thorough, many employers have 
preferred when possible to employ men and boys who 
do not come under these regulations and thus avoid 
red tape and Government supervision. 


Perfect examples of the type of legislation which 
plays havoc with women’s jobs instead of helping them, 
as is intended; are the hour laws for women 
minors now in effect in Massachusetts and Connecti- 
cut. The Massachusetts law is so involved and difficult 
to put in 8 that employers in many instances 
will not be bothered with it and are hiring men in 
of women. Women who want to work part time and 


Si plan their hours to fit in with home arrangements 
come up against all sorts of complications because the 


law requires that they work consecutive hours and in 


eertain shifts. The result in many cases is the loss of 


satisfactory jobs. Women waitresses are put out of 
night shifts. when tips are highest. The Connecticut 
law prohibiting women from working after 10 P. M. 
has made even women musicians, dancers, and enter- 
tainers forfeit their jobs. No wonder women are unem- 

loyed when such legislation comes on top of business 

epression and the displacement of workers by 
machinery 


Rep. J. W. Gwynne Commends Women jurors 
Congressman John W. Gwynne, of Iowa, a member 


of the Judiciary Committee of the House of Repre- 
‘sentatives and an ardent supporter of the Equal Rights 


Amendment, speaks in tion of 
women as jurors. ros 
Concerning jury service for women in his home 
state, Congressman Gwynne has the following to say: 

“About twenty years ago women of Iowa became 
eligible for jury service in all the state courts includ- 
ing both trial and grand juries. The results have been 
uniformly satisfactory. Now a case is very seldom 
tried in which the jury is not composed of both men 
and women. 

Experience has demonstrated that the attitude of 
women in this duty and their qualifications for it are 
substantially similar to those of men.? a 


You and the Amendment Campaign 


The al Rights Amendment can win during this 
session of Congress if women will do their part—and 
do it now! It is one thing to be in favor. of a measure 
and another to actively work for its passage. 

The latest check made of Congress rev 
mendous support for the Amendment—waiting for 
consolidation. The check likewise reveals almost no 

ition. The percentages in favor of submission of 
the Amendment to the States for vote immediately, 
are amazing. 7 

How can you help? By writing immediately to the 
delegation in Congress from your state and asking 
that they not only vote but work for submission of the 
Amendment during this session and by writing at 
once to the Judiciary Committee of. the House and the 
Judiciary Committee of the Senate, Washington, D. 
C., urging that the Amendment be immediately re- 
ported favorably to Congress for action. 

Success or failure lies with you. The vote you se- 
cure may be the decisive vote in the campaign to “free 
women from the dead hand of the past.” We will ap- 
preciate any information you may have regarding the 
stand of members of Congress from your state. : 

Address Congressional Committee, 144 B Street, 
N. E., Washington, D. C. : 


Protected Out of Jobs 


The Connecticut statute prohibiting the employment 


of women after 10 o’clock at night played havoc with 
entertainers, whom the curfew law threatened to de- 
prive of jobs. 

A musician, a restaurant owner and an entertainers’ 
union sought an injuction in a Superior Court action. 
Judge Kenneth Wynne stated that he did not “think 
there would be any prosecutions brought.” ) 

The proceedings, directed against the State Labor 
Commissioner, the Fairfield town prosecutor and chief 
of police, and set forth that the law was discriminatory 
and a violation of the Federal Constitution. 

Judge Wynne said that he would be glad to issue an 
injunction that would “effectively say that it was not 


the Legislature’s intent nor any one else’s intent to 


legislate against this class of girls.” “But,” he added, 
“relief ought to be done on the basis of finding out 
whether it can be done permanently rather than tem- 
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